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To be read Monday, March 18, 2019 

Luke 22:39-46 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 25, 2013 

 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 

disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray 

that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them 

about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” [[ Then an 

angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish 

he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood 

falling down on the ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, 

“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the 

time of trial.” 

 

What’s with the brackets? 

 

Very occasionally, you will find a pair of double brackets around a verse or 

verses and you may wonder what that means. So I thought I’d explain. 

 

Here’s the deal: we have no original copies of any of the books of the New 

Testament. Our earliest manuscripts of complete copies date from the 

Middle Ages. We have various portions of the gospels – sometimes whole 

chapters or scenes, sometimes just various snippets or fragments – the 

earliest of which, just parts of a few verses of the Gospel of John, dates 

back to the middle of the second century. 

 

Because many of the various manuscripts and fragments vary – because of 

both unintentional and intentional changes made by copyists – scholars 

have worked for years to deduce what they believe is most likely the original 

form of the books. When there is a verse that is in many of the early copies 

but is missing from the earliest ones, this is indicated by double brackets. 

 

In this case, for instance, the detail about an angel coming from heaven to 

comfort Jesus is bracketed, indicating that it is not found in the earliest 

versions of this scene and so may not have been part of Luke’s earliest 



story. Yet because it is regularly represented in later copies of Luke, and 

because it has become part of the traditional story of Luke, it is included and 

placed in double brackets. 

 

Which means at least two things. First, if you skip from the verse just before 

the part in brackets to the verse just after, you don’t miss a beat. In this 

sense, it’s easy to see this as a later addition. Second, this part of the story 

has long been accepted as part of the tradition and there’s no particular 

reason to discard it now. 

 

So what do we do when we come to portions of the story that are in double 

brackets? That’s pretty much up to you. If it is a valuable part of the story for 

you, ignore them. Many readers have appreciated the sense that Jesus’ 

anguish was so great he “sweat blood” – indeed, that is the origin of that 

saying. The brackets provide additional information only. They are not 

determinative of how you, or I, or the larger church needs to read the story. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, we give you thanks for the authors of the gospels and for 

all those who, over the years, have copied, preserved, and studied them that 

we may read and believe the stories of your Son. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Luke 22:39-46 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 26, 2013 

 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 

disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray 

that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them 

about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” [[Then an 

angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish 

he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood 

falling down on the ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, 

“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the 

time of trial.” 

 



Luke, as we’ve seen, takes a very charitable view of the disciples. Again and 

again, he portrays them in a more sympathetic light than the other 

Evangelists. 

 

For instance, whereas in Mark and Matthew the disciples fall asleep three 

times – three times! – while Jesus is praying, Luke only records that 

happening once. Moreover, Luke gives a reason: they fell asleep because 

they were worn out by grief. Nor does Jesus scold them. Rather, he simply 

encourages them to pray that they may escape this kind of trial. 

 

We’ve said before that Luke may take something of a longer view of the 

disciples than some of the other gospel-writers. After all, he tells the rest of 

their story in The Acts of the Apostles. So perhaps he sees — and narrates 

— their potential. Or perhaps he realizes that if these folks are going to be 

the believable “heroes” of his second volume, he can’t paint too poor a 

picture of them in his first. 

 

Whatever the case, I think we all need a friend like Luke from time to time. A 

friend who sees the best in us. A friend who is willing to overlook some of 

our faults and put the best construction on our words and actions. A friend 

who sees our potential and believes in our “future story.” 

 

Or maybe I should say that we each need to be that kind of friend for 

another. Because if we did – that is, if we took the initiative to see and call 

out of others their best selves – then suddenly we all would have friends like 

that. Compassion and concern, you see, are infectious, and there’s no 

reason you and I can’t help spread that kind of beneficial virus starting 

today. 

 

When you do, think of Luke; indeed, give thanks for Luke and his fine 

example. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, we give you thanks for Luke and for his charity, 

compassion, and vision, and we ask that you would inspire us by his 

example to see and regard others as you see and regard us. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 



To be read Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

Luke 22:47-53 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 27, 2013 

 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called 

Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss 

him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the 

Son of Man?” When those who were around him saw what was coming, they 

asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” Then one of them struck the 

slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of 

this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief 

priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for 

him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When 

I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But 

this is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 

 

This is, indeed, the hour of darkness. The royal time where evil is hemmed 

in and the Kingdom of God breaks into ordinary affairs and has free reign is 

over. The devil who has been waiting for a more opportune time since failing 

to seduce Jesus in the wilderness is now back on the scene, and the clash 

between the prince of this world and the prince of heaven has begun. 

 

This is, indeed, the hour of darkness. And the fruits of that darkness are 

readily apparent. The intimate fellowship and trust that encircled Jesus and 

his disciples is broken, and one of them, Judas, driven by disappointment or 

insecurity or who knows what now betrays his Lord with a kiss. Others, 

frightened, lose confidence in the one who fed multitudes, cured the ill, and 

stilled the wind and sea and so turn to violence. And those entrusted with 

offices to care for the people are driven by fear and jealousy to prosecute an 

innocent man. 

 

Betrayal, violence, false accusation. Are not these the marks of the hour of 

darkness at all times and places? Since the beginning of the creation the 

Tempter has worked to sow seeds of distrust, to play upon our insecurity, 

and to manipulate our fear that we might stoop to such means. And we see 

that strategy and outcome played out dramatically and tragically in this 

scene. 

 

But we also see something else. Against all of those things Jesus stands 

with love, courage, and compassion – staying the violence of his 



companions, healing those in need, and submitting to the unjust rule of 

others that he might face his destiny undeterred. 

 

Yes, the hour of darkness is at hand. But, as we’ll see, love, courage, and 

compassion will beat betrayal, violence, and false accusation every time. It 

isn’t pretty – the cost of redemption never is – but love will prevail. 

 

Prayer: God of peace, you have armed us with love to oppose violence, with 

courage to face fear, and with compassion to respond to false accusation. 

Grant us the faith to believe that that is enough. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Thursday, March 21, 2019 

Luke 22:54-55 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 28, 2013 

 

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s 

house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in 

the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 

 

Peter, we know, will deny his Lord. Jesus said as much himself earlier in the 

story. But before Peter denies, he follows. 

 

This seems to me an important element to keep in mind. We tend, or at least 

I tend, to focus on Peter’s denial and his eventual return. But before he 

denies or returns he follows. 

 

Why does this matter? Because had he not been a follower he would never 

have come this far in the first place. Had he not followed Jesus after the 

arrest, even at a distance, he would never have found himself in these 

circumstances. We hear of no other disciples following at a distance. After 

Jesus’ arrest the company is apparently scattered. No one stays with him. 

Except Peter. 

 

Following takes courage. Peter must have known that he would be at risk. 

He has, when you think about it, infiltrated the ranks of those who have just 

arrested his leader and threatened his company. It is a situation of danger 

and risk. Yet he followed anyway. 

 



But following also takes courage of another kind, because in following you 

may fail. And some, fearing failure, never take the risk of following. 

 

Yes, Peter fails. He falls away. He gives into fear and denies his Lord. But 

first he follows. And that’s something. Something that we are also called to 

do. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, grant us the faith and courage to follow you, to risk 

ourselves, and to risk failure. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Friday, March 22, 2019 

Luke 22:54-60a 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 1, 2013 

 

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s 

house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in 

the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 

Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This 

man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 

him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of 

them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour later yet another 

kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” But 

Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” 

 

Fear is a powerful thing. 

 

Characters in Frank Herbert’s classic novel Dune call fear “the mind killer.” I 

think that’s right. Fear paralyzes our ability to think, to assess, to make 

sound judgments. It’s paralyzing, constricting our entire worldview until all 

we can see is the single, solitary object of our fear right in front of us. 

 

Fear is a powerful thing. And Peter has much of which to be afraid. 

Authorities have just taken his friend and leader by force. They are hauling 

him to a trial, his fate uncertain at best, but likely dire. His friends have been 

scattered. He is alone, unable to abandon his Lord but unsure of what, if 

anything, he can do. Following along at a distance, he now finds himself in 

the courtyard of the home of the high priest. 

 



The high priest! How did he ever wind up here?! Peter has never been 

anywhere near a person as powerful as this, and while the servants and 

workers gathered around a fire to warm themselves are familiar with the 

surroundings, Peter feels both out of place and at risk. 

 

And then it happens. He is identified as one of Jesus’ followers, and Peter’s 

vision, his future, is narrowed down entirely to a single, small, tunnel of fear. 

He cannot fight; flight is his only possibility. And so he lies. He denies. And 

when they don’t believe him he persists, intensifying his claim, his denial, his 

betrayal. It’s amazing he lasted as long as he did. An entire hour he stayed, 

until one more person tried to identify him with Jesus and he denied yet a 

third time. 

 

Yes, fear is a powerful thing. And a terrible thing. May we be preserved from 

such fear. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, when we are beset by fear, turn us toward you, bolster 

our faith, and strengthen our courage that we may see the world of 

opportunity and blessing that surrounds us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Saturday. March 23, 2019 

Luke 22:60-62 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 2, 2013 

 

Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that moment, 

while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at 

Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to 

him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he 

went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Of all the pieces of furniture in our homes, the mirror may be the most 

dangerous. Mirrors have this capacity to show us what we really look like. 

Whatever image we carry around with us, whatever story we may tell 

ourselves, the mirror refuses to be taken in, reflecting back our current state. 

 

This, I suspect, is just what Peter is experiencing at this moment. He has 

once again – and for the third time – denied even knowing his Lord. And 

then Jesus turns back to look at him. 



 

Jesus had to turn back to look because he is being marched forward to his 

destiny and death. And as Peter sees him looking back, being taken where 

Peter refused to follow, he no doubt remembered his own brash profession 

of loyalty and love just hours earlier when he had assured Jesus that he was 

ready to go with him to prison and to death. 

 

All of those professions, along with Peter’s confidence, courage, and self-

assurance, have now dissolved in this instant of self-recognition and 

awareness. He is not who he thought he was, not who he promised to be. 

And so Peter goes out and weeps bitterly, for in the look he received from 

his Lord he feels the weight of accusation, even condemnation. 

 

Of course Luke doesn’t tell us that. Luke, the only one to add this detail of 

the exchange of glances between the denied and denier, does not interpret 

Jesus’ glance at all. And given Jesus’ earlier promise to Peter that he, 

Jesus, had prayed for him and that Peter himself would turn back to 

strengthen the company, I think we are on fair ground to assume that Jesus’ 

look was not one of accusation and condemnation but rather of compassion, 

understanding, and even forgiveness. 

 

Peter very likely feels exposed and accused at this moment, but he is his 

own accuser. Like Jean ValJean after receiving underserved mercy of the 

bishop from whom he stole in Les Miserables, Peter’s tears flow from the 

absolute recognition that he is not who he wants to be, not who he imagines 

himself to be, not at all the person he was created to be. 

 

None of us are, of course, but it’s always painful to realize that. That’s what 

mirrors do. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, when we look in the mirror and are disappointed in what 

we see, remind us that you look at us always with love, mercy, and 

compassion. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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